
INVESTMENTS PROJECT

CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF A HOTEL COMPLEX IN THE TOWN OF BANSKO.
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Ladies and Gentlemen:

We would like to bring for your consideration the opportunity for collaboration in the construction and operation of a hotel complex in the town of Bansko. 


We will present to you the initial brief information about the project which we would like to draw your attention to. We hope that you will be interested and our ideas will grow into a beneficial business collaboration. 

GENERAL INFORMATION




Managing company of the project
INTERNET BULGARIA jcs,

Management address:
Sofia, 60”Milin kamyk” str

Place of the investment 
Town Bansko,  Bulgaria

Court registration of the company
 № 1889/2000

Phone number

Fax number

E-mail:
0888 350345

02/9631568

Lnd@internet-bg.net

BULSTAT
130207696

Tax number
1220112244

Type of Busines
1.Telecomm operator with national licence

2.Licence TOUR OPERATOR

Manager
Mr.Latchezar Dinev

Staff
15

 BRIEF DESCRIPRION OF THE PROJECT

The investment project is “Designing, constructing and putting into operation of a hotel complex with total area of 6000 sq.m, four stars category in the Bansko.”


The hotel complex is being built on a plot of 3000 sq. m., situated in the Southwest of the town of Bansko at about 300 meters from the Glazne Hotel and in a neighbouring plot of the Rahov Hotel, 450 meters away from the new station of the cable car.


The complex has been designed by the Architectural studio “ProArh” EOOD with architects: Arch.Petar Dikov, Arch., Daniel Valkanov and Arch. Inga Dancheva.


It has an architectural design, approved by the chief architect of the town of Bansko and a building license from the Municipality of Bansko. 


A construction company will realize the design and construction of the complex after winning a competition among a limited number of potential performers. The construction stage will go on for 8-10 months.


The hotel consists of two wings in the typical style of Bansko. In the first wing there are situated a restaurant with 130 seats, tavern with 120 seats, lobby bar with 20 seats, outside barbecue with 50 seats, multifunctional hall for 50 participants, conference hall, specialized study-hall for children and an outside playground, computer hall and vast free spaces. The hotel will have a high-speed Internet connection pursuant to a contract signed between the hotel and Internet Bulgaria AD – a licensed telecommunications provider with a national license. There will be Internet access in each room. This wing consists of 7 flats and 18 rooms.


In the Second wing there are situated a swimming pool, swimming pool for children, fitness center, massage, sauna, tangentor, consulting rooms and balneology specialists. This wing has 1 flat and 24 rooms.


Rooms for disabled persons have been provided, the whole of the remaining infrastructure allows its being used easily by guests with disabilities.

3. MARKET AND COMPETITION EVALUATION

3.1. MARKET ENVIRONMENT

The market of tourist services in this region is extremely dynamic and a great increase has been observed. The main indicator for that is the increase in the price of land in the area of the town of Bansko with more than 100 % against the same time last year. Another indicator is the comparatively high price of the accommodation, as compared to the same period of the previous year. 

3.2. EXPECTATIONS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE BUSINESS CLIMATE AND MARKET OF TOURIST SERVICES IN THE TOWN OF BANSKO.

The expectations for a successful tourist business are based mainly on three factors:

- The construction of the new main road connecting Greece and Bulgaria through the Makaza Pass, which will make Bansko easily and quickly accessible for international tourists.

- The construction of the Sofia-Thessaloniki highway will end in 2008. Its geographical situation near the capital, just at 140 km. and less than 100 km. from Thessaloniki and Drama.

- The realization of the large-scale project for the construction of winter sports facilities – new cable cars and ski-runs and all the accompanying elements of infrastructure.

- Bansko’s transformation into a cultural center and a place of traditional cultural events.

The expectations in the short term of 1-3 years are that the competition will increase in view of the construction of new accommodation grounds. Nevertheless, the capacity of the vacant plots in the town of Bansko is almost exhausted which means that the rate of increasing the construction of accommodation grounds will slow down in two to three years.

A great increase is expected in the demand for tourist services in the town of Bansko taking into account the main factor – the start of new cable cars with a capacity of 5000 passengers/hour and new ski runs in the area.

3.3 MAIN COMPETITORS

The main competitors are divided in three main groups:

First Group: Two-star, three-star, four-star hotels;

Second Group: family hotels;

Third Group: hotels, in construction at the moment.


Our direct competitors will be the hotels of the first group. They are about 15 with overall beds capacity of 1200 beds with an average of 80 beds in each hotel. The main source of information is the officially published information on the Internet and in the Reference Book of the National Chamber of Hotel and Restaurant Owners.


The second group of family hotels includes a beds capacity of about 1000 beds, the target group of those clients are mainly clients with lower requirements with regard to servicing and the package of tourist services which are offered.


The third group are hotels, which are either in construction or in project at the moment, the beds capacity provided by them is expected to be a minimum of 2000 beds.

3.4 COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGES OF THE PROJECT

A competitive advantage of the present project is the fact that we intend to offer to our clients a recently built, modern hotel complex, meeting the newest European standards in the field of construction, emphasizing culture and complex servicing. Our company has an exceptional experience in the sphere of servicing clients with various interests and necessities. We have a marketing approach towards different target groups and an information resource for providing complete occupation of the available beds capacity.

The advantages we have for advertisement and promotion on the Internet will help us to establish ourselves on that market.

The price parameters of the offered prices of beds in the categories “***” and “****” are in the range 50 levs-190 BG leva/room for Bulgarian and foreign tourists respectively. Our main target group will be mainly the foreign tourists. We intend to maintain the price level imposed by the competitors and not to be after a competitive advantage with respect to price but rather try to achieve parameters of quality.

In our business plan we rely on the good organization of the hotel activity, personnel selection on the basis of high criteria and a perfect supply of information for the whole information process in clients servicing.

Our main competitive advantage will be to provide a large package of additional services – a sports recreational center, tourist services and a connection to the Internet in a separate information center at the hotel.

Organizing special holidays for family tourism by providing the appropriate conditions for tourists with children.

All those elements of the servicing for the tourists have either been underestimated by our competitors so far or do not have the needed capacity and know-how for the realisation of that part of the project.

4. TRADE PROGRAMME

The hotel complex is situated in the town of Bansko and has the unique advantage of operating throughout the whole year – in the December-April period for those who like winter sports and in the June-October period for tourism, holidays and recreational programs. The main target group for those periods will be foreign tourists attracted by this destination. In May and November the available beds will be occupied by participants in organized conferences and seminars at the hotel. The target group are mainly Bulgarian tourists.


The price for the end customers will be 44 EUR/BB during the winter season and 36 EUR/BB during the summer season.

5. OFFER

We would like to offer you to become our business partner who will purchase the tourist packages in bulk, prepaying a part of the hotel’s capacity for a longer period of time. With the provided financing we will manage to complete the project and provide complete occupation of the hotel in the future.

Financial parameters are:

Total amount of the investments: 2 470 000 EURO

Part of the investments financed by Tour Operator: 1 200 000 EURO

Price: 20 Euro/ BB

In case you are interested, we will offer you all the additional information you require, that will help you make a true assessment of the project’s value and the possibility to successfully invest in it.
We hope to set the beginning of a profitable and mutually beneficial collaboration.

We are looking forward to hearing from you,

MR. LATCHEZAR DINEV

PROJECT MANAGER
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SHORT DESCRIPTION OF BANSKO REGION

Town of Bansko and the region are the most attractive destinations in Bulgaria. 

All season resort with mountain view Bansko will fit all the requirements of the potential customers.

1. BANSKO 

The town of Bansko ( population 9 134) is situated at 970 m. above the sea level at the northeastern foot of Pirin beneath the highest and the most beautiful Karst part of the mountain. It is 160 km. south of Sofia, 60 km. southeast of Blagoevgrad, and at 6 km. south of Razlog. Bansko is one of the biggest winter resorts in the country. If you add to this its architectural and historical value, Bansko is the pearl in the Bulgarian necklace.

HISTORY 

Today’s administrative centre of Bansko municipality is located in the place of a settlement that was inhabited in succession by Thracians, Romans, Byzantines and Slavs. The remains of ancient fortresses, Thracian tumuli, medieval colonies, consecrated grounds, churches and chapels within the town earthwork testify to several historical epochs. In the Old Town site, about 4 km to the southwest of the town and in the Yulen site (along the river Damianitsa downstream) there are some remains of ancient fortresses. Thracian burial mounds were discovered close to the Old Town site. The remains of the late medieval single-nave St. George and St. Elijah churches, monuments of culture, are to the southeast of Bansko.

Later Bansko was distinguished as an important mercantile and craftsman centre of a new, revival type. Large clans became wealthy; they carried over to their motherland not only the culture of the countries they visited but also they sent their children to study abroad. The contact with the rich European culture had an extraordinary favourable influence on the spiritual progress of the natives of Bansko. The lifestyle of people improved. They built strong two-storey fortress houses of stone with high walls and heavy solid gates, with long eaves of black fir. This style of architecture reached a full bloom during the Revival. The oldest houses of Hadjivalcho, Hadjirusko and Velian were protected by internal coverts and loopholes.

Bansko was liberated from Ottoman yoke on the 5th (18th) of October 1912, on the day the Balkan war was declared.

LANDMARKS AND FEASTS 

The church Sveta Troica (St. Trinity church 1835) is a masterpiece of architecture with the ensemble of old buildings of the same name beside it. Lazar Guerman, a well-known tradesman from Bansko, is an initiator and contributor for its construction. Interesting is the monument of culture - the House-museum of Neofit Rilski. He was born in 1793, and was a patriarch of the Bulgarian education and enlightenment. He studied icon-painting and his teacher was Toma Vishanov – Molera. Later in the Rila monastery he became monk 

You also can enjoy one of the most beautiful houses in the town – Velianovata. It is situated in the immediate neighborhood of Sveta Troica (St. Trinity) church.

Very beautiful is the native house of the Bulgarian poet Nikola Vaptsarov.

A traditional feast in Bansko is the Summer Jazz – Festival with popular performers from Bulgaria. Under the dome of the Pirin sky, in the lovely nights of August you can enjoy nice jazz music.
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2. SURROUNDING AREAS 

The most impressive one of the surroundings of Bansko is the legendary mountain of Pirin. The biggest part of tourist flow heading for the mountain goes through the town. 6 km. south of Bansko is the village of Dobrinishte. It is one of the largest villages in the country with a population of over 3 000 inhabitants. There are 17 mineral springs with water temperature between 30 and 43oC.

To the south of Bansko is the Pirin National Park.

The localities of Chalin valog, Todorova Ornitsa, Demyanishka polyana, Shiligarnika and the chalets of Vihren, Demyanitsa, Bunderitsa, Gotse Delchev and Bezbog offer wonderful conditions for summer and winter tourism and rest with ski-lifts and rope-lines. 
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2.1 ROJEN MONASTERY 

Тhe Rozhen monastery is one of the few medieval monasteries, which has preserved its original appearance, authentic architecture and monumental pictorial art. 

It is to be found 6 km east of Melnik, near the village of Rozhen, located on a high hill with wonderful view to Pirin and Belasitsa, amidst the famous Melnik Pyramids. The monastery and its Church of the Nativity of Virgin are the biggest in Pirin region. It is one of the biggest monasteries in Bulgaria. 

ABOUT THE MONASTERY 

The monastery was built in 1220.It is one of the oldest monasteries in Bulgaria. In the beginning of 7 th century it was destroyed by fire. In 1715 its restoration began. 

In the 14th-17th centuries it is a spiritual and literary center, a calligraphic school works here, whose representatives-monks created the whimsical work of art “Interpretation of Jov”, ornamented with 117 open-worked miniatures. Unfortunately it was taken to Jerusalem in 1647. The Monastery is remarkable for its woodcarved iconostasis.

The monastery Church of the Nativity of Virgin has preserved mural paintings from 1597, 1611 and 1715 too. The mural paintings as well as some icons are exceptionally valuable monuments of our pictorial art. The stained glass on the windows dating back to the 1756 is a unique find from that period. Тhe old monastic refectory, the ossuary and the farm buildings are preserved too.

In 19 th century it was an important cultural and religious center within the region. The great Bulgarian revolutionary Yane Sandanski found shelter here during the last years of his life. His grave is nearby-beside the Church “St. Cyril and Methodius”, erected at his initiative.

Nowadays more than 20 monks live here. The church holiday is on the 8 th of September in honour of the Nativity of Virgin. 

THE MIRACULOUS ICON 

The miraculous icon of Virgin Mary is one of the monastery treasures. There is a legend that a widow from Nikea has thrown the icon into the sea to save it from Teofil the Byzantine emperor. The icon has floated many years to the Greek shore. In 999 it has reached the gates of the Iviron monastery with an aureole of light.

2.2. VILLAGE OF ROZHEN 

The village of Rozhen is situated at the distance of 6 km north east of Melnik and in the immediate proximity of Rozhen Monastery. 

Nestled amongst the fold of Pirin Mountain the village combines in it the unique culture and the picturesque nature of Bulgaria. 

The old Rozhen houses are impressive with their authentic architecture and submerge one into the atmosphere of long past centuries. And in the taverns, which have kept Bulgarian customs one can enjoy the traditional dishes. 
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2.3. MELNIK 

Melnik is the smallest and one of the most fascinating towns-museums in Bulgaria. Nestled amongst the lowest southwestern fold of Pirin. 

The climate of Melnik is favorable for medical treatment of chronic pulmonary, kidney and rheumatic disorders. 

Melnik is a blend of unique nature - the cliffs clustered around the houses on the hills, history, culture and wine. The silent white houses, one upon the other, with beautiful bay-windows and silent yards, buried in greenery and tranquility of an aged glory and prosperity arise nothing but admiration. 

Very few people know that the picturesque town, snuggled between the hills today, was an important economic center once, with more than 25 000 inhabitants, about 1300 houses and more than 70 churches. 

Perhaps, it was the ancient Thracians that laid the foundations of the city. The cobbled streets have witnessed in a row the feet of Slavs, Bulgarians, Greeks, Romans, Turks…

Melnik is not only history and architecture – it is wine too. Original cellars are excavated in the sand pyramids, which surround the town on all sides, and there the famous Melnik wine ripens, matures and is preserved. Nowhere else can one find this technology. Neighboring Turkey like far away France and Spain chose the taste of this delicious, dark-red, matured wine. 

LANDMARKS 

Nowadays it has about 230 inhabitants but possesses great potential for the development of tourism. The ruins of the old-time splendor are sufficient to submerge one into the atmosphere of long past centuries.

The old Melnik houses are impressive with their architecture in conformity with the laws of nature, with their wealth, with their wine cellars, with the Bulgarian sense of practicality and beauty.

The more popular of them are: Kordopoulov's-the biggest residential building on the Balkan Peninsula from the Revival Period, in possession of extraordinary mural paintings and an enormous wine-cellar, the Bolyar House-the oldest preserved residential building in our country, Pashov house-turned nowadays into a town museum of history. The ruins of St.Nikola Monastery of the 12 th century, the Slav Fortress of the 13 th – 14 th centuries, the Roman Bridge, the ancient Turkish bath are of interest, too as well as the ruins of several churches, which in the old times added to 75 in number. 

Melnik is situated among the whimsical sand pyramids – some of the most fascinating natural phenomena on the Balkans. On the area of 17 sq. km millennia-long erosion has chiseled this unusual world. Depending on the strength of your imagination, you could see in them obelisks, ancient towers, giant mushrooms... etc.

The Rojen Monastery is not far from the town (6 km), it was a center of Christian faith and arts. 20 km northeast one can find Rupite. 

 THE KORDOPULOV’S HOUSE 

Settled in the picturesque town of Melnik, the Kordopulov’s house is one of the most impressive houses of the local architecture. In the immediate proximity are located the Pashova, the Tsintsarova and Bolyarska kashta (house) – medieval cultural monuments. But the most impressive of those houses is the Kordopulov house, built in 1758. In addition it is the biggest residential building on the Balkan Peninsula from the Revival period. The house fascinates with its architecture, the magnificent wood carvings and drawn ornaments on cupboards and ceilings. The twenty four windows with Venetian stained glass in the reception room as if throw their glance at the whole town in a full circle. It possesses an enormous wine – cellar. This house will meet you with the culture and the history of the 19 th century. Now the house is a private museum.
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2.4. THE TOWN BLAGOEVGRAD  

Blagoevgrad (population: 70 900 inhabitants) is one of the largest towns in Southwestern Bulgaria. It is situated at the foot of the southwestern slopes of Rila mountain, on both banks of Blagoevgradska Bistritza river, within the river-basin of the big Bulgarian river Struma. It is located 101km. to the south of Sofia, at 53 km. to the northwest of Razlog, and at 65 km. to the north of Sandanski. The town is considered to be the main centre of Bulgarian Pirin Macedonia.

There are 30 mineral springs with temperature up to 55 C. This makes it a spa resort. It is a regional center as well.

HISTORY 

Human presence is detected from the New Stone Age onwards. Remains of a Neolithic settlement were found in 1959 at the nearby village Tserovo. The settlement was within the Macedon Empire under Philip II.

The nowadays town originated in the first years of the Ottoman domination at the place of the Thracian settlement Skaptopara, evidence of which we find in the notorious Skaptopraski inscription from 238. As town Pazarishte it was mentioned for the first time in a Turkish document in 1502, and by the name Banja – in 1576.

In the past the town was an important roadside forest. In 17 th century monks from Rila monastery opened an ecclesiastical school. During the second half of the 18 th and the beginning of the 19 th century the town developed as a large centre of craftsmanship and commerce.

After the Berlin Treaty, Gorna Djumaja (until 1950 the town has this name) remained within the borders of Turkey and that was the reason to turn into the cradle of resistance and people’s unity. The local population took active part in the uprising that followed. The town was liberated on the 5 th of October 1912 (the Balkan war).

LANDMARKS 

Blagoevgrad is rich in cultural monuments and interesting landmarks.

The Museum of History is situated in Varosha district (the old part of the town). Very interesting and attractive are the museum-house of George Izmirliev – Makedoncheto, Stoyan Sotirov art gallery, Stanislav art gallery, Petit Bijoux art gallery, Vavedenie Bogorodichno (The Assumption) church, as well as the renaissance houses in Varosha district.

In the town of Blagoevgrad there are erected monuments to Illyo Voivoda, Gotse Delchev, to the eminent Bulgarian writer Peyo Javorov, Kiril and Methodius, and to the Macedonian – Odrin volunteers, to those who perished in the Balkan War (1912-1913).

The town is famous with its beautiful and functional town centre, all lay out of marble.

SURROUNDING AREAS 

At 3.5 km. to the northeast, in the valley of Blagoevgraska Bistritsa river, is located Bachinovo park, where annually, in June, a town festival is held. 30 km. far from the town, in northwest Rila mountain Bodrost resort is situated with many recreation houses, bungalows and villas. At 5 km. distance from the resort is the oldest reserve park for coniferous species of tress in Bulgaria – Parangalitsa. At 16 km. to the northwest of Blagoevgrad is situated the village of Stob famous for the nearby pyramids of Stob – exceptionally beautiful and elegant earthen pyramids, finished with rounded rocky blocks.

Other interesting sights around Blagoevgrad are the following: the antique fortress by village Klissoura, an ancient settlement, a necropolis and a late antique fortress – close to the Bodrost resort, remains of antique fortress near Gabrovo village, a medieval fortress between the town and Tserovo village, the church of The Ascension of Christ near the village of Pokrovnik, the church St. Archangel Michael and remains from a late antique fortress near the village of Leshko, the churches St. John the Precursor and St. George in the village of Bistritsa, the rock Markov Kamak to the south of Tsarev peak, and the Black rock over the right bank of Blagoevgradska Bistritsa river.

[image: image31.jpg]



2.5. THE TOWN  RAZLOG 

Razlog (13 403 inhabitants, 825 m above sea level) is located in the so called Razlojka valley, in the “hug” of 3 mountains – Rila to the north, Pirin to the south, and the Rhodopes to the east. It is intimately hugged between two hills –Golak to the north and Sarovitza to the south. Nearby flows the Mesta River. The town of Razlog is 155 km away from Sofia, 53 km southwest of Blagoevgrad, 141 km southwest of Plovdiv and 6 km north of Bansko.

HISTORY 

The past of Razlog was to a great extent predetermined by its central location. The first known settlers to live in these places were the Thracian tribes Satri and Dii, and later the Celts and Slavs. The accession of Razlog to the Bulgarian State took place in 847 during the time of khan Pressijan, and its subjugation by the Turks in 1382. As a name Razlog was mentioned in the Charter of the Byzantine emperor Vassillii II from 1019. The remains of an early Christian basilica (4-th century) near Razlog and the ruins of many churches and sacred places from the Middle ages and from the period of the Ottoman domination testify for the heroic struggle of the Christian population in defending their faith. After the Berlin treaty Razlog remained under Turkish domination. Its public-spirited population actively participated in the combat for the Bulgarian Enlightenment, independent church and national liberation. The most turbulent events during the Kressnensko-Razlojko 1878 and Ilindensko-Preobrajensko 1903 uprisings in the Pirin region developed here. The town was known under the name Mehomia until 1925.

LANDMARKS 

The sightseeing tour of Razlog is a pleasant and interesting experience. 41 residential houses of the revival architectural style, of the Razlog-Chepino house type have the qualities of monuments of culture. They are mostly at Macedonia square and in Vuzrajdane Street. The house of Parapunov at Macedonia square (5 minutes away from the central square) functions as a Museum of History. At the ethnographic museum complex House of Kipev old crafts and wild variety of folk costumes and textiles from the region are exhibited. The old church “St. Georgi” from 1834 outwardly is not attractive but the murals and the wooden paneled iconostasis decorated with icons and partially with woodcarving have a high artistic value. The comparatively new church “The Holy Annunciation” from 1939 is a very imposing building whose painting still goes on. The Laundry whirlpool at river Iazo (10 minutes west of the town center) is attractive and is being used even now. With the mediation of the museum curator, workshops and houses of craftsmen can be visited such as weavers, knitters and creative artists – modern followers of the traditions in artistic lime molding, wood and textile processing.

SURROUNDING AREAS 

The middle location of Razlog makes it a starting point for two mountains – Rila and Pirin. To Rila one can set out along a marked trail from Predela saddle distanced at 12 km where all buses with destinations to Blagoevgrad and Sofia stop. One can set out from the nearby village Bachevo (6 km to the north) to the chalets Macedonia and Chakalitza, but the trails are not marked. In the vicinity of Razlog there are interesting natural sights and archaeological remains, situated in picturesque places, worth visiting.
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2.6  THE TOWN DUPNITZA 

The town of Dupnitza (43 326 inhabitants, altitude 510 meters above sea level) is situated at the northwestern foot of the Rila Mountain, on both banks of the German River – a left tributary of the Struma River, which takes its source from the seven Rila lakes. The town is located 69 km south of Sofia, 38 km southeast of Kjustendil, 33 km north of Blagoevgrad and 40 km west of Samokov.

HISTORY 

The town appeared after the period of the Turkish invasion in Bulgaria. The first accounts for its existence are to be found in artifacts from the VIV century. Its name was mentioned for the first time in the diary of King Arnold von Harf who visited the country in 1499. He described Dupnitza as “a pleasant town”.

The town is the birthplace of the social activist from the Renaissance period Hristo Pavlovich (1804 – 1848), a teacher and a scholar who published the first Bulgarian book in secular script and the first Bulgarian printed publication of the Slav-Bulgarian History of Paisii Hilendarski.

LANDMARKS 

In the town of Dupnitza one can visit the Municipal Museum of History, the remains of the medieval fortress Kulata, the Mosque from the 14 century, the Clock tower built in 1782, the church “Saint Constantine and Elena” restored in 1902, the church “Holy Mother” built in 1789 and the 1844 church “St. Nikola”. The town has its own Institute of Pedagogy.

SURROUNDING AREAS 

15 km away from Dupnitza is the resort town Sapareva Bania, which was built over the ruins of an ancient Thracian settlement.
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2.7. THE TOWN   SANDANSKI 

The town of Sandanski (population 27 631) is located at an altitude of 224 m in the foothills of the Pirin Mountains, along Sandanska Bistritsa river. 

The resort climate is indeed unique. The mineral springs turn it into a resort of international significance. Throughout the year, local temperatures are higher then inland temperatures - the annual average being 14.7 °C. Winters are mild and short, autumns long and warm.

The town of Sandanski is famous with the best natural public health for bronchial asthma in Europe and the multitude of mineral springs. The resort is recommended for the healing of chronic non-specific pulmonary diseases, chronic rhinitis, sinusitis, neurological complaints, allergic skin diseases, some kidney and urological diseases.

The temperature of the mineral springs varies between 33 C and 83 C. 

The town hosts in the beginning of September the annual “Pirin folk” festival.

HISTORY 

Beyond the contemporary town the ruins of an ancient town lay. The settlement near the mineral springs has originated in the II millenium AD. Spartacus - the leader of the biggest riot (74) of the Roman Empire comes from the Thracian tribe "medi" which has inhabited its surroundings. Up to VI century the town is one of the first Christian bishop s centers in Bulgaria. In the end of VI century Barbarian tribes have destroyed it. Since those days it is named Saint Vrach to the memory of the two brothers Kozma and Damyan - doctors of folk medicine. This is the name of the town till 1947, when it has been renamed to Sandanski, the name of a Bulgarian revolutionary, a fighter for the liberation of Macedonia from the Turkish yoke - Janne Sandanski. 

LANDMARKS 

The architectural and sculptural complex behind which a white seven-meter high stone statue of Spartacus rises up.

In the center of the town is the Museum of Archaeology which treasures material evidence of more than 27 centuries. 

Particular attention should be paid to St.George church from 1861 – 10, St.St.Ciril and Methodius Str. and to the monastery St.St.Kozma and Damian.

PARKS 

Sandanski is proud of the unique town park called with the old name of the town Sveti Vrach in 1981. Its territory is 344 decares. More than 100 tree species and more than 150 floral species grow here. One can see here old hollow plane- trees. The palne-tree in the center (500 years old, 23m high) and the plane-tree in the summer bath (500 years old, 26 m high) are natural landmarks. The park offer unique conditions for rest and entertainment. The verdure of the park shelters the town stadium, the open theatre hall, the open swimming pool, an artificial lake with a bar, a lot of boats and water wheels. At the very gate of the park a unique ferro-concrete map of Northern Pirin was made and installed by Nikola Mironski, a well-known Bulgarian mountaineer. 

SURROUNDING AREAS 

24 km south-east is the town-museum of Melnik, 6 km further on is the Rozhen Monastery.

18 km north-east within Pirin is the holiday resort Popina Luka and the eleven-meter Popina Luka Waterfall . The resort is point of departure for several marked tourist routes in Pirin.
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2.8  THE VILLAGE OF DELCHEVO 

The village of Delchevo, just above the town of Gotse Delchev, has preserved its architectural appearance from the 18 th – 19 th century. Picturesque and romantic, authentic and mythical - these words describe the region of Gotse Delchev. Here in the village of Delchevo past and future blend together in a fascinating mixture of cultures, traditions, and modern life…

Above the town of Gotse Delchev, perching like an eagle, is the village of Delchevo. Up there between the steep slopes, it offers amazing views. Spectacular architectural ensembles have preserved the National Revival Period atmosphere. The village is located amidst an old beech forest, generously gifted by nature with clean waters, fresh air and a bird's view of the Gotse Delchev ravine.

With its architecture and ancient spirit the villages of Kovachevitsa, Dolen, Leshten, among them and Delchevo attracts Bulgarian and foreign tourists. Those villages present unique samples of Bulgarian architectural traditions.

If you choose to stay in the village of Delchevo, you will get everything: peaceful home, patriarchal vacation, and the opportunity to pick up your own dinner. Your hosts will offer you a walk or ride in the mountain, fishing or hunting, and many other ways to spend your time excitingly.
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2.9.  THE VILLAGE OF DOBRINISHTE

 Dobrinishte is the most famous balneological resort in Pirin mountain. The village is located only at the distance of 6 km. to the east of Bansko. It is one of the largest villages in the country with a population of over 3000 inhabitants. From ancient times it is famous with its mineral springs. There are 17 mineral springs with water temperature between 30 and 43 C, as well as a big mineral public bath. The mineral water is with slight mineralization. The resort is recommended for balneo and climate treatment. The natural wealth and the equipment, as well as the near ski runs of Bezbog peak, make the resort one of the most visited mountain resorts. There are a lot of healing establishments, and open pool with hot mineral water.

HEALING MINERAL WATER

 The healing mineral water of Dobrinishte village consists of mineral, hyperthermal, sulphate, sodium, fluorine, silicon water. Drinking this water one can cure:Diseases of digestive system ,Hronic gastritis,Ulcer,Hronic colitis,Tooth caries;Diseases of kidneys and ureter :Hronic pyelitis, Neurology,Application,Ulcer and hronic gastritis.

 SURROUNING AREAS

 At the distance of 11 km. is located the Gotse Delshev chalet (1600 meters above the sea level) and when one reach there, can use the two – chair lift to reach to the Bezbog chalet (2240 meters above the sea level. This is a zone with well served 2 drags, lift – 3100 long and displacement 840 meters. The region is very suitable also and for summer tourism. There are a number of private hotels in the village as well as a House of Tourism.

12 km away from Belitsa town in “Andrianov Chark” place in Rila Mountain situated on an area of 11000 sq.m. is the Centre for Dancing Bears. It is the first one at the Balkans and in East Europe. 

Without any violence! This is the motto of the Organization defending the animals “Four paws” Viena-Austria. It made possible toda’s free living of Stefan, Kalinka, Malinka, Stanka, Bobi and Gosho. 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

The park is so complexly structured that it enables the bears to behave as naturally as possible.

There are dense forests and winter caves as retreats for the bears. Every bear has access to a spacious pool and can climb in its territory. As looking for food takes up a large part of the day in the wild, the feed is well hidden in the park in order to occupy the animals in a sensible way.

The bears are looked after by specially trained bear keepers and vets. 
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2.10 THE VILLAGE OF KOPRIVLEN 

The village of Koprivlen is settled at the foot of the east slopes of Pirin, at the distance of 8 km. from Gotse Delchev. To the northeast, the village borders with Mesta river and to the southeast with the village of Sadovo and the town of Hadjidimovo.

According to history the old inhabitants of Koprivlen were from different Thracian tribes. During the next centuries – V th century A.D. - the Slavs and the proto – Bulgarians settled here. The origin of the name of the village is Slavonic - “Koprivlene”. This name is preserved till nowadays.

The Macedonian refugees came here and brought their own way of live, culture and religious believing. Later, at the end of the 20 c of the XX th century the population of the Koprivlen village became only Christian . The Christians wanted their own church and school. For that reason in 1921 one of the Turk’s café rooms was adjusted as a school and the other one as a prayer room. In 1926 there was erected a temple.
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 PIRIN MOUNTAIN

Pirin mountain (in Bulgaria) and the third in the Balkan Peninsula (mount Pirin Mountain is comparable to the Swiss Alps and most the beautiful in Bulgaria. It is the second highest after the RilaVihren 2914m). Pirin is situated in the southwestern part of the Rila-Rhodope mountain range. 

CLIMATE AND BORDERS 

Pirin has the typical climate of a mountain but with a well-expressed Mediterranean influence, mainly through the valleys of Struma and Mesta rivers. This is why Pirin is the mountain with the greatest number of sunny days throughout the year in comparison to Rila, Stara planina, Vitosha and Osogovo .

The average annual temperature in the area , located at an altitude of about 2000 meters above sea level, is 3.7oC. The greatest rainfalls and snowfalls come in November and December and the least– in August. The average rain and snowfall at Vihren is within the 1500-1600 mm per square meter annually. 

PARTS 

NOTHERN PIRIN

The biggest in area (74% of the overall area of the mountain), the longest (42 km), the tallest and the most spectacular of the three. There are sixty peaks at an altitude of above 2500 meters. The tallest of them is Vihren (2914).

This part hosts all glacial lakes (140-150 in number) where the most interesting lake groups are the Banderishki ezera, the Tevno lake, Vasilashki ezera, Samodivski ezera, Gazeiski ezera. The biggest lake is the Popovoto -124acres, which is also the deepest –29.5m. The glacial lake with the highest altitude in the Balkans is the Gorno Polejansko lake (at 2710 m above sea level).

Тhere is the historical Rozhen Monastery “Birth of the Blessed Virgin” , the Popina Luka Waterfall and the Pyramids of Melnik. 

MID-PIRIN

The smallest part, which amounts to 6.7% of the overall area. It is also the shortest and its greater part is covered with broad-leaved vegetation. 

The highest peak is Orelyak (Eagle)- 2099m where at present a television transmission tower is in operation. Seen from the West, it looks like an eagle, with wings open and ready for flight.

SOUTHERN PIRIN

Lies over an area, amounting to 19 % of overall area. This is the lowest, most round and most rarely visited part. Its highest parts are covered in coniferous trees. No lakes can be found here. 

RIVERS

Pirin rivers gather their waters from its snow-white peaks and blue lakes to pour them into the Struma or Mestarivers.

RESERVATIONS

Because of the unique nature of the Pirin Mountain, in 1976 the Pirin National Park was found to cover – at present – nearly the whole of the mountain to an area of 274 square kilometers and it is under the protection of UNESKO. 

There are the reservations Bayuvi Dupki-Djindjiritsa, Tissata and Orelek. 
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3.1. THE PEAK OF VIHREN 

In the northern part of Pirin is located the most majestic peak of the mountain – Vihren. Known by the tourists as the peak of the storms, Vihren attracts them mostly for the reason that it is the highest peak in the Pirin mountain – 2914 m., and third in height on the Balkan Peninsula. According to the mythology here on the peak of Vihren has lived God Peru.

When you look it from north, the peak looks like truncated pyramid with an impressive vertical wall, 420 m. high, the foot of which is always covered with snow. Vihren rises up imposingly in the southwestern part of Bulgaria, between Mesta river to the east and Struma River to the west, the saddle of Predela to the north and Pariska saddle to the south.

Typical for Vihren is that it has alpine character. It has sharp and inaccessible peak, rock ridges, beautiful circus lakes, rock thresholds, moraines. In the part, where is the Vihren peak, rise up the other 2 highest peaks in Pirin – Kutelo I – 2 908 m., Kutelo II – 2 907 m. Also in the region of Vihren are located most of the mountain’s lakes, such as Ribnoto lake ( Fish lakes) - one of the most charming lakes is Bulgaria. 

The unique alpine relief, the virgin places of Pirin mountain, the romantic brooks and the pretty lakes, attract the tourists from Bulgaria, Europe and the whole world. If you do to the peak you can visit the chalets Iavorov, Banderitsa, Vihren, Bezbog, Demianitsa, and also the outgoing points – the towns of Bansko, Razlog, Dobrinishte, and etc.
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3.2. POPOVO LAKE 

Popovo Lake mountain. It is the champion of the Pirin lakes, also known as the "Pirin Sea". Located in the largest circus, it covers an area of 12.4 ha and is 480 m long, 336 m wide and 29.5 deep. It is the second in size mountain lake on the Balkan Peninsula after the The Popovo lake (2270 m. above the sea level) is situated in the northern part and the most picturesque part of PirinSmradlivoto lake in Rila. Its waters are crystal clear and the pebbles on its bottom can be seen. The small rocky peninsula Popova Kapa that is told different legends rises in the northwestern part of the lake. Popovo lake mirrors all the surrounding peaks: Djano, Syvria and Djengal. The most magnificent one is the Djengal (Fairy peak) with its 2730 meters height.

The lake has a tectonic origin. It is the birthplace of the torrential river of Retija that forms several waterfalls and then flows into the bed of Mesta river.

Many tourist routes to Vihren peak and the surrounding lakes: Kremenski, Banderishki, Samodivski, pass through. Their starting points are the settlements of Dobrinishte, Bansko, Razlog and etc.

LEGENDS 

The old name of Popovo ezero is Papaz giol and means priests’ lake. It has a Turkish origin and is connected with different legends.

On of them tells that a local priest has thrown himself into the lake after Turks had carried away and raped his daughter. The priest has drowned but his kamelaukion has emerged and turned into a small island.
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3.3  TEVNO LAKE 

Tevno lake, one of the symbols of the majestic Pirin is situated in the heart of the mountain, at 2 515 m. above the sea level. It is a purpose for many tourists. No matter of the season Pirin reveals the incredible beauty of the Tevno lake. It is one of the most remarkable places in the mountain.

There are a lot of snow falls in the region. Those who want to enjoy this magnificent view must be very careful. Most of the paths to the Tevno lake are inaccessible in winter, because of the avalanche danger. Once getting there you will be rewarded with magnificent view, clean mountain air and crystal brooks. 

Because of its alpine relief, the region of the Tevno lake is similar to those of the Ribni lakes ( Fish lakes) in Rila mountain.
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3.4  SINANITSA PEAK 

To one side of the main northern alpine ridge of Pirin, stands proudly Sinanitsa peak (Sini Vruh - Blue Peak). Its height is 2516 m. Built of marble with yellow and pink shades, the peak changes its colour several times a day.

Low under the peak, in the stone basin of the rocks, shines the water of the beautiful Sinanitsa lake.

If Bansko is the door to the Northern Pirin, the town of Spartacus – Sandanski, is the starting point for the Southwestern sections of the mountain, where the Sinanitsa peak is situated.
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3.5. THE PEAK ORELEK 

Orelek peak belongs to the Middle Pirin that spreads between the saddles of Todorova poliana and Popovi livadi. With its 2099 meters height it is the highest summit in that part of the mountain.

Orelek peak is a stop of many tourist routes and tracks. At its foot there are situated the reserve of Oreliak and Popovi livadi chalet and on its top rises a TV-tower.

The starting points of the tourist routes to Orelek summit are the towns of Gotse Delchev, Melnik, and Sandanski.

[image: image44.jpg]



3.6  KRESNA GORGE 

Kresna Gorge is called the picturesque rocky valley of Struma river, situated in south - west Bulgaria. The ravine is only 20 km long but extremely rich in terms of wild animals and plants diversity, the protection of which is of Worldwide and European significance.

The Kresna gorge is picturesque and narrow valley of the Struma river, which goes through rocky and steep banks. At many places the river is swift - flowing. The winter is soft, although every year there is temporary snow covering for several days. Summer is long, dry and hot. The nature of the gorge and the sustainable development of the local economy are endangered by the plans of the Bulgarian government to construct a motorway through it. Since several years non - governmental organizations have been conducting a campaign for saving the Kresna gorge. The biggest part of the nature in the gorge is very well preserved. At many places man has used the land for growing vines, small vegetable gardens and orchards. Amalgamation of small villages existed along the mountain slopes. Today most of them are with very few inhabitants and on their place was built the small town of Kresna, situated in the valley of Struma river. The well - preserved and rich nature provides good and still not utilized potentials for eco –tourism development.

FLORA AND FAUNA 

In bio - geographicalthe Kresna Gorge is the north border of the Mediterranean. Here is the north border of occupation of many north species. The richness of the wild fauna is based on the fact that once during the ice age this territory has been protected from the strong freezing of the climate and the many thermophilic species, which are extinct in the north but here, have survived. Many north species, occupying the surrounding high mountains can descend very low in the dank valleys and can be found in the ravine.

In the gorge several susceptible and rare Mediterranean habitats are spread: forests from Greek juniper, white oak, oriental plane tree and bushesfrom red juniper, phyllirea, oriental hornbeam etc. The gorge has an extremely rich bio - diversity and includes habitats of bear, wolf, otter; 17 species of bats, 135 species of nestling birds, 31 species of reptiles and amphibians, 13 fish species, 942 species of butterflies and moths. 

It hosts 457 plant species. In several of these groups, concerning the number of the species, Kresna gorge has a leading position. No other place in Bulgaria possesses so many species of butterflies, amphibians and reptiles on such a small territory. Concerning the reptiles, Kresna gorge is richer than whole Middle Europe. There is no other area on the Balkans, where on such a small territory such a rich diversity of bats occurs! For many species Kresna gorge is the only known region in Bulgaria.
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3.7  THE BEZBOG LAKE 

The picturesque lake is located in the northern and the highest part of Pirin mountain. The beautiful nature of the place will capture you and will show you the beauties of Bulgaria. Over the waters of the lake impressively rises up Bezbog peak. There is a scary legend that tells about the origin of the name of the peak and the lake.

According to this legend when once the Turks attacked the place, a lot of herdsmen and girls were “godlessly” slaughtered and that’s why the name of the peak and the lake is Bezbog (Godless). At the northern bank of the lake, at 2236 m. above the sea level is situated a chalet of the same name. If you have decided to discover the beauty of the surrounding areas you can visit the Kremenski lakes, the Polejan peak, the peak Orlovets, the Popovo lake.
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3.8 BAIKUSHEVA MURA 

In the mountain recesses of Pirin, there is а tree, that can make everyone to hold his breath. This beautiful tree is called Baikusheva mura. It is the highest tree in Bulgaria. With its 62 meters, it is one of the most interesting landmarks in our country. The specialists can’t determine the age of the tree, but they suggest that it is at about 360 years. The Baikushevata mura is black fir and it is endemic.

3.9 GLAZNE RIVER 

Glazne river rises from the Northern part of the magnificent Pirin mountain. Along its way to the valley of Mesta river it winds picturesquely through gorgeous peaks, and marvelous places, crosses the winter resort of Bansko and flows into Mesta. The rivers of Bunderitsa and Demyanitsa are tributaries of Glazne.

Glazne river is beautiful all year round – during the winter its water is crystal pure and sparkling, during spring it is high water and flows along the green flecked with flowers banks, during summer it brings freshness and cool, and during autumn – it is colored with the yellow-red hues of the trees that mirror in it.

3.10 THE KREMENSKI LAKES  

The Kremenski lakes are a natural phenomenon that impresses with its beauty. They are situated in the eastern part of Pirin mountain, at the foot of Syvria peak. Although they belong to the glacial lakes they are differentiated in a separate group, because they are often dry in the summer. The lakes are characterized by extreme changes in water levels. Their depth varies from 0.5 to 29.5 m. Despite those kind of lakes has low biological productivity, in the Dolno Kremensko Lake swim trout and Leuciscus souffia. It is a subject of sport fishing.

3.11 THE KARNALOVO PYRAMIDS 

The Karlanovo pyramids are located near to the Melnik pyramids, at the territory of the Karlanovo village. The differences between the two natural formations are the forms and the sizes. The Karlanovo pyramids are about 100 meters high and have the form of huge sand towers covered with grass. The pyramids are pronounced for natural landmark.

3.12 THE SAND PYRAMIDS 

The Sand Pyramids of Melnik are the most fascinating natural phenomena not only in Bulgaria, but on the whole Balkans as well. The sand formations are situated in the surrounding areas of Melnik. In geological aspect they are built of grey – white Pliocene sands, which are admixture with clay seams. Later conglomerate from Pirin dragged down rock-sand material with thickness of 120m piled up. As a result of the erosive effect of winds, water, sun and snow, remarkable natural sculptures with strange form (mushrooms, minarets, swords, “Egypt” pyramids etc.) have formed.

Some of the most impressive nature sculptors are those with the shape of rock-mushrooms. The presence of rock “crown” protects, the sand-rock material beneath it from demolition. Namely this demolition process has created the remarkable nature work. The most famous group from this type is located near the Rozhen monastery. The tourists track from Melnik to the monastery leads to the marvelous natural sculptures.

The Sand Pyramids of Melnik are the most popular in Bulgaria. They are pronounced for Natural landmark.

3.13 STRUMA RIVER 

The Struma River is the greatest river in the Western part of Bulgaria. Its catchment area is 10 800 sq.km. It takes its source from the Vitosha Mountain, runs first westward, then southward, enters the Greek territory at the Kulata village and flows into the Aegean Sea. The river’s length to the border is 290 km. Its greater feeders are the Strumeshnitsa river, the Dragovishtitsa river, the Djerman, the Pirinska Bistritsa and the Rilska river.

The left feeders of the river, which take their source from the high mountain parts of Rila and Pirin, are fed by rain- snow falls and are characterized by a clearly expressed and stable spring high water and summer and winter low water. In the river valley of the Struma River there are 56 artificial lakes with a total volume of 141 mln cub.m. Including the vast dam lakes of Studena, Pchelina and Djakovo. Due to the decrease of the industrial production in the country as a whole, the quality of the Struma waters, like most other Bulgarian rivers, bettered. The Pchelina Dam Lake is of a beneficiary effect as it stops most of the polluting agents.

Many water supply systems for the towns and villages and for the industrial factories are built. The following town purifying stations for wastewater has already been built: in Kjustendil, Dupnitsa, Pernik and Sofia. It is envisaged to construct new hydro - technical installations such as the Topolnitsa Dam Lake and to reconstruct the water supply facilities of many towns and villages. The irrigated areas in the Struma river valley once were 63 000 hectares, and in the region in question they are presently about 50 000 hectares. A lot of pumping stations and irrigation canals were constructed, too.

Working thermo - mineral and balneo - therapy establishments are included, in the Struma valley such as those in Kjustendil, Nevestino, Sapareva Banja, Rudartsi, Pernik, Sofia and others. The thermomineral springs are phenomena of an extreme national and international significance and they deserve care for preservation and enrichment.

3.14 THE HOLIDAY VILLAGE “POPINA LUKA”

The Holiday village “Popina luka” is situated 15 km north-east of Sandanski. It is located in the heart of Pirin Mountain, at altitude of 1230 meters in а forest land of the same name with big green meadows, clear brooks and fresh mountain air.

In the close proximity of the village is the dazzling Popinoluski Waterfall. This place is a piece of heaven, where man is in harmony with nature. 

The Popina Luka Waterfall belongs to the northern part of the Pirin Mountain. It is located in the picturesque place of Popina Luka, 15km northeast of the town of Sandanski, 1230 meters above the sea level.

ABOUT THE WATERFALL 

The Popina Luka Waterfall is a marvelous natural phenomenon and impresses with its beauty. The crystal water falls from height of 11 meters into the bed of Sandanska Bistritza River. Only the falling water disturbs the serenity and tranquillity of the wonderful mountain woodland, where the waterfall is situated. It is a place that makes you feel the majesty of nature.

SURROUNDING AREAS 

Villas Popina Luka are in the immediate proximity of the waterfall. They offer great opportunities for recreation and mountain tourism.

The Yane Sandanski Chalet and Turichka cherkva Resort are also in the close proximity.

10 km southwest of Popina Luka waterfall is situated the village of Lilianovo.

3.15 “ST. ST. KOZMA AND DAMIAN” MONASTERY 

The “St. St. Kozma and Damian” monastery is located at the distance of 2 km. to the north of Sandanski central part. The monastery is near to the Right Bank of the Sandanska Bistrilitsa river. The monastery is settled amidst picturesque meadows, fruit garden and a lot of greenery. Its history is known till IV – V th centuries. Here was erected a monastery with church. The two brothers St. St. Kozma and Damian lived here and cured sickly people near to the nowadays spring – Miroto.

The reason for this historian conclusion was that there are a lot of ruins around the monastery – the old monastery. The saint healers – gave the name of the town where the monastery was – Sveti Vrach. Translated from Slavonic this means “Healer”. Later, in 1958 the town was renamed at Sandanski – after the eminent Pirin leader Yani Sandanski. During the Ottoman rule the monastery was destroyed, but its foundations are still preserved. After this the live in the monastery was braked off, but the local people continued to respect it. Since then every year after Easter there is a fair.

The nowadays monastery was erected over the ruins of the old monastery. The church was erected in 1950 from stones. Then was built and the cellar.

In 1978 the altar of the sanctuary was made, there were placed doors at the iconostasis, and a support wall was erected too. In 1981 the floor was covered with marble.

In 1998 а local man donated funds for the erection of the fence, the road that lead to the monastery, the gates and the nowadays existing chapels St. Dimitar and St. Petka.

4. THE MOUNTAINS RHODOPES

Over 83 per cent of its area are on the Bulgarian territory, the remaining is in Greece.

It is located in the most southern part of the country. With its highest peak-Golyam Perelik (2191m) it occupies the 7 th place among the Bulgarian mountains.

The Rhodopes Mountains are some of the oldest mountains in Bulgaria.

Very interesting are the Karst areas with their deep river gorges, large caves and specific sculptured forms – Trigrad Gorge, the caves Devil's Throat, Uhlovitsa, Yagodinska , the Wonderful Bridges. 

CLIMATE AND BORDERS 

The location of the Rhodope in the southeastern part of the Balkan Peninsula determines to a great extent the climate here. It is influenced both by the colder air coming from the North and by the warmer breeze from the Mediterranean.

The average annual temperature in the Eastern Rhodope is 12-13oC, the maximum value of precipitation is in December, the minimum is in August. In the Western Rhodope the temperature varies with 5 to 9oC and the summer rainfalls prevail.

The mild climate combined with some other factors works in favour of the development of recreation and tourist activities. 

The Pamporovo resort is an excellent example, where the microclimate permits a fat snow cover to be preserved for a long time – a real Paradise for skiing.

To the North is the valley of the Maritsa river, to the South- the White sea plain, to the West – the valley of the Mesta river, the Avramovi Kolibi saddle, Lyuta Reka, the Yundola Saddle and the river Yadenitca, to the east- the valleys of Borovitza and Arda rivers.

The Rhodope are spread over 14 737 sq.km of which 12 233 sq.km. are on Bulgarian territory. The mountain is about 220 km long and about 100-120 km wide with an average altitude of 785m.The best conifer woods in Bulgaria are in the Rhodopes.15 reserves have been established, some of these are included in the list of UNESCO.There are many mineral water springs, the most faumous are in Velingrad and Narechen. 

WESTERN RHODOPES 

The bigger part (66% of the total area), the higher, more developed and visited part of the mountain. The highest and best known peaks are also here (more of 10 are over 2000m) including the leader-Golyam Perelik (2191m). Among the interesting peaks are Shirokolushki Snezhnik (2188), Golyam Persenik (2091), Bataski Snejnik (2082), the wonderful Turla (1800).

Some of the deepest and most picturesque river gorges are here too - the Trigrad, Byunovsko, of the Mostova Sushitca River. The Rocky phenomenon Wonderful Bridges, the Chaira Lakes and the Dams Dospat, Batak, Shiroka Polyana, Iglika, Toshkov Chark excellently fit into the environment. 

The architecture reserves Shiroka Luka, Kovachevitza, Momchilovtsi, Kosovo, and many other interesting villages are in the Western Rhodope too. 

The city of Batak is also located here as well as the large tourist centers Smolyan, Velingrad, Devin, Chepelare, the winter resort of Pamporovo, the Christian sanctuaryBachkovo Monastery, the ruins of Assenov fortress, the caves Devils Throat, Iagodinska and many others. 

The highest village in Bulgaria-Manastir (over 1500m) is crouched in the northern foot of the Prespa peak. 

The famous building Agushevi konatsi is here-in the village of Mogilitza, immediately to the south of Smolyan. 

There are no chalets, but nearby Smolyan offers lodging and foot. 

EASTERN RHODOPES 

Spread over a territory of about 34% of the whole area of the mountain. This is a much lower part .

Here are the large artificial dams Kardjali and Studen kladenets that together with the rivers Borovitza and Varbitza offer great opportunities for water tourism. 

The Region is rich in thermal mineral springs. Djebel has national reputation for healing many different diseases. "Belite brezi", with their fresh mountain air, is an important healing center for respiratory and other ailments. 

The Eastern Rhodope are much more populated than the Western.

Here are the major cities of Haskovo and Kardjali as well as the smaller Momchilgrad, Krumovgrad, Kirkovo.

The larger rivers in the Rhodopes are: Maritsa, Mesta, Struma, Dospat, Vutcha, Chepelarska and many others.
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4.1 THE VILLAGE OF LESHTEN 

Leshten is a picturesque Bulgarian village that has preserved the unique spirit of the Bulgarian national revival period. It is located on the southern slope of the West Rhodopes, 590 meters above the sea level, at 15 km northeast from the town of Gotse Delchev.

Settled at the foot of the mountain with an unforgettable view above the valley of the town of Gotse Delchev to the Pirin Ridge, covered with snow until June, Leshten offers an unique combination of - beautiful nature, great architecture, modern comfort and the romantic of the gone times. White houses with large terraces (chardatsi), spacious yards and stone roofs, scattered around the small ravine, labyrinth of stone streets, a real village inn in the centre – all these bring the magic charm of Leshten.

Even the interior of the 15 holiday houses carry the atmosphere of the Bulgarian national Revival – wooden floor, a fireplace, hand-woven colorful rugs, small windows. Only the modern conveniences, such as telephone, TV-set, cable TV, reminds of the present 21 century.

The major means of living of the local population in the past have been masonry, blacksmith craft, gold mining. Nowadays Leshten is one of the most attractive and authentic resorts for country tourism in Bulgaria. A sight of interest in the village is the church “St. Paraskeva” (1836) with well-preserved frescoes.

At guests’ disposal in Leshten there are 2 taverns that offer delicious local dishes: chicken in a pot, rabbit in pumpkin, oviata, starets. The folklore music adds to the authentic atmosphere.

SURROUNDING AREAS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR ENTERTAINMENT

The village of Leshten offers various ways of entertaining throughout the all four seasons of the year – hunting and fishing, horse back riding in the mountains, sanatorium treatment in the resort of Ognyanovo (5 km) and swimming in the outdoor and indoor swimming pools, gathering of mushrooms and herbs, visits in the near ethnographic complexes of Kovachevitsa (7 km), Dolen (20 km) and Delchevo (18 km), as well as one-day trips to the Rozhen Monastery near the town of Melnik (60 km) and the well-known skiing resort of Bansko (50 km).

If you rent a jeep and hire an accompanying driver you can visit Tamnata Gora Reservation (Dark Forest) with its old beech and fir trees, the rock formations Koziyat Kamak (Goat Stone) and Chernata Skala (Black Rock), known as ancient Thracian sanctuaries, the canyon of the Kanina River and the picturesque countryside of the Siniyat Vir (Blue Lake).

The guests may dispose of a collection of national folklore instruments and home-made fabrics, a rich collection of paintings and antique photographs which represent the ethnographic and cultural heritage of the village, preserved until now.
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4.2 KOVACHEVITZA PIECE OF HEAVEN IN THE RHODOPE MOUNTAINS 

If you wish to be overwhelmed by long-forgotten feelings, or to be immersed in the enchanting glamour of bygone days, you must visit Kovachevitza.

The village is tucked away between the ridges in the remotest south-western corner of the Rhodopes, 25km north-east of the town of Gotze Delchev. Kovachevitza is simply out of this world – so very detached from the modern-day surroundings. It is like a piece of Heaven created by Mother Nature and moulded by the deft hands of the local craftsmen – master-builders, stone-masons and wood-carvers.

In Kovachevitza you can feast your eyes on a variety of Nature’s gifts gathered in one place – picturesque canyons, a crystal-clear river, thick forests, incredibly fresh and cool, towering peaks offering breath-taking views. All this will transport you to the long-forgotten days of the past.

A few of the old houses have been turned into hotels offering the specialties of the original Rhodope cuisine.

The village’s dwellers number 50 people. The settlement is about 1050m above sea level. Its climate is moderate, with a mild winter (as the breath of the Aegean is felt coming from the south) and a cool summer, provided by the freshness of the surrounding coniferous forests. Nearby winds the Kanina River, renown for its three deep ponds, the abundance of mountain trout and its magnificent waterfalls, cascading like glittering silver from dizzy heights. Its charming, narrow, cobblestone streets and the unadorned beauty of its proud, tall white-facade houses with stone-slab roofs and huddled whispering eaves, are a unique example of the Bulgarian architectural genius.

HISTORY 

The village was founded at the end of the 17th century AD. The first cell school was built in 1830, and its church St. Nikolas – in 1848, turning Kovachevitza into the cultural center of the entire region. The quaint architectural style of building has not been changed since the founding of the village. The only building materials used are stone and wood. The magnificent architectural solutions used in ancient times are still applied unaltered today. Kovachevitza has repeatedly served as the natural historical stage for the shooting of numerous films. In 1977 the village was declared a national architectural and historical reserve.
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4.3. THE CAVE OF YAGODINA

The Yagodinska Cave is the “pearl in the crown” of the Rhodope Mountains. It is situated near Buynovska River, 3 km from the village of Yagodina. The cave is a part of the unique Karst of Buynovsko Gorge.

It is 10 km long, and 5 stories tall, with many labyrinths and abysses inside. Visitors enter the cave through an artificially dug opening, while the natural entrance is 30 m above.

A special path through the cave offers the opportunity to see the wonderful underground world formed in the course of millions of years. Electric lights make the mysterious formations: draperies, pipe-like stalactites, cave pearls, “leopard’s skin” and hanging stalactone visible along with many others. Some of the formations inside resemble the well- known "Santa Claus", "Snow-White and The Seven Dwarfs", "Virgin Mary and her newborn child","Pizho and Penda"(2 characters from a typical Bulgarian tradition celebrated on the first of March ),"The Elephant","The Crocodiles" and hundreds more. The New Year’s hall is of great intеrest too. Every year the local spelaean club meets the New Year. The upper floor was well-known to ancient Eneoloithic inhabitants. The cave-dwellings are situated 10 min from the artificial entrance.

You can reach the cave following the road after the deviation of the village of Nastan and then take the road right of the village of Teshel. You can follow some tourist trails, the most known is from the village of Trigrad (2h30min).
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4.3.1 THE VILLAGE OF YAGODINA 

The small village of Yagodina is situated in the West Rhodope Mountains not far from the border between Bulgaria and Greece.

The road to Yagodina runs through the precipitous Buinov Gorge, past the mouth of a side-canyon that's great for hiking and caving. Only 2km long and 2-4m wide, the Haidushki dol (Outlaws' Ravine) ascends in cascades to its watershed between two peaks connected by a natural rock bridge called the Devil's Bridge , after a legend that only he can cross it. The countryside is famous for its more than 120 caves and that is the reason why speleological expeditions are carried out every year.

The Yagodina, is a purely Bulgarian - Muslim village with a smart new mosque. People here are very friendly and you can enjoy the traditional Bulgarian hospitality. The 3 small hotels and houses provide breakfasts and dinners and they offer traditional local dishes. 

The Yagodina cave is an unique landmark situated 2 km west from Yagodina village and 8 km from Trigrad. The Yagodina Cave ( Yagodinska Peshtera ), is an established attraction, with 45-minute tours covering 1km of the 10km labyrinth, the largest cave-system in Bulgaria.There one can see the three levels, formed by the elements in the course of hundreds of years. In the cave 21 weddings have taken place between Bulgarian caving enthusiasts, who also host an annual Speleologists party in the cave on January 1.
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4.4 THE TRIGRAD GORGE 

The magnificent and impressing with its beauty gorge is situated in the valley of Trigradska river, about 1.3 km south of the village of Trigrad, along the road from Devin to Trigrad. The gorge spreads about 2 – 3 km along the river. The 250 meters high, sheer, marble rocks rise at the two sides of the river and form a narrow rocky bed.

The average altitude of the gorge is 1450 meters. The lowest part is the place of Bukov most (Beech-tree bridge) – 946.5 m. above the sea level, and the highest point is the peak of Kulata (1543m. above the sea level).

This region is home of more than 150 caves. The most famous is the precipitous Devil's Throat Cave. At the eastern part of the gorge is the Haramiiska cave.
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4.5. THE VILLAGE OF TRIGRAD 

The village of Trigrad is situated in the Western Rhodope Mountains not far from the border between Bulgaria and Greece. It is lies 26 km south of the town of Devin , and 40 km west of the town of Smolyan.

The numerous remains found in cave dwellings from the Copper-stone Age, as well as from the Thracian period show the old origin of the village. The village is believed to be composed of 3 smaller settlements and that’s why is called Trigrad (three settlements).

The Muslim and Christian culture and traditions have become interwoven in the village. Here in Trigrad you can see a Christian church and a Muslim mosque built side by side.

RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES 

Located at the foot of solid rocks, the village of Trigrad is a starting point for numerous eco paths and tourist routes in the region. It is a stop of the following routes: Lednitzata chalet – village of Mugla - Chairski Lakes - village of Trigrad, and village of Trigrad – village of Yagodina - Yagodinska cave (Buinovsko Gorge).

The village offers also many attractions for tourists, such as caving, horse riding and other possibilities. In the numerous private lodgings and family hotels in Trigrad you will find hospitality, warmth and coziness.

SURROUNDING AREAS 

In the region of Trigrad over 200 cave dwellings are found. The abyss cave called Dyavolsko Gurlo (The Devil’s Throat, one of the phenomena of the Trigrad Gorge, is only 1.3 km north of the village. The Yagodinska cave is another unique landmark. It is the longest cave in the Rhodope Mountains, situated 8 km from the village. The picturesque place of Chairite is 19 km to the east. Seven natural landslide lakes, which are here since the Quaternary period, add to the specific charm of the nature in this part of the Rhodopes.
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4.6. THE DEVIL’S THROAT 

One of the phenomena in the Trigrad Gorge in the Rhodopes is the Devil’s Throat abyss cave, formed as a result of the collapse of earth layers. The cave is 1,3 km to the North of the village of Trigrad. The temperature inside is 8oC. 

Along an artificially dug tunnel (150m), one can reach an impressive cave hall that could accommodate the Alexander Nevski Cathedral in Sofia. A winding steep cement staircase leads from the hall to the natural entrance of the cave. While climbing, the visitor can see one of the highest underground waterfalls in Europe (42m).

LEGENDS 

A legend says it was here that Orpheus went under earth to the kingdom of Hades to save his beloved Euridika.

According to a Thracian legend it was here that the chieftains threw themselves into to become immortal. People believed with veneration that it was the entrance to the other world, the way to immortality. To propitiate the evil they offered as a sacrifice the most beautiful girls.

The local inhabitants tell the story that anything enters into the underground labyrinth never goes out. 

The cave is opened for visitors all around the year.

4.7. THE CHIRSKI LAKES 

The Chirski lakes (7 in number) are situated 1600 meters above the sea level in a picturesque place of the same name in the Western Rhodopes, 27 km. from the village of Trigrad.

They are natural landslide lakes formed by melting glaciers during the Ice Age. On of them is called Magicheskoto ezero (The Magic Lake). Folded in mist and vapours, surrounded by odd trees it looks like a mysterious fairy tale lake. It is told to be a home of beautiful wood-nymphs, who enchant the shepherds with their melodic songs and marvelous dances.

The lakes are extremely beautiful with a crystal mountain water, where swims trout. They are surrounded by over 2000 decare of vast meadows, covered with colourful flowers in spring, high grass - green in summer, red, yellow and brown in autumn and white snow in winter. There are numerous Thracian tombs and sanctuaries.

The origin of the name of the lakes is Turkish. It comes from the word “chair”, meaning “meadow”.

5. RILA MOUNTAIN

Rila is the highest mountain in Bulgaria and on the whole Balkan peninsula with mount Moussala -2925m . It occupies the pestigious 6 th place in the European “classification”, preceded by Caucasus, the Alps, Sierra Nevada, the Pyrenees and the Etna volcano. 

CLIMATE AND BOUNDARIES 

The climate of Rila is determined by its geographical situation, on the border between the continental and the transitional Mediterranean climate. 

The lowest average monthly temperature was recorded during February on the mount of Moussala – minus 11.6oC as well as the absolute minimal temperature in Bulgaria – minus 31.2oC. During the month of August the average temperature of the month is 5.4oC and the absolute maximal temperature is 18.7oC

The winds in Rila blow predominately from the west and the southwest. The quantity of precipitation is about 2000 mm fall on Moussala per year, about 80 per cent of them being snow. All these climatic factors create prerequisites for avalanches.

and the The Yundola saddle and the Avramovs saddle separate it from the RhodopesPredel saddle separate it from Pirin. The mountain occupies the area of 2396 square kilometers. 

MAIN PARTS 

EASTERN RILA

The highest and the most spacious of the 4 main parts. The 11 highest peaks of the mountain steeper there headed by Moussala. 

(2709m), The lake groups of Moussalenski Lakes with the highest lake in Rila – GlacialMarichini Lakes, Ropalishki, etc. are in this part as well and also the mountain resort Borovetz.

The highest meteorological station in South-eastern Europe, built in 1932 is situated on the Mount of Moussala. 

MIDDLE RILA

The smallest part of the mountain, but its relief is the most alpine. Middle Rila is rich in glacial lakes. Here are: Fish Lakes, Djendem Lakes, Monastery Lakes. The biggest glacial lake on the Balkan Peninsula – Smradlivoto with the area of 212 decares. 

              MAIN PARTS 

NORTH-WESTERN RILA

Occupies 24% of the total area of the mountain.

There is the peak: Malyovitsa (2730m), a symbol of Bulgarian alpinism and mountaineering. Some of the biggest and significant lake groups are situated in this part of the mountain as well as the biggest and the most famous lake group on the Balkan Peninsula – the Seven Rila Lakes. 

SOUTH-WESTERN

Comprises 30 % of the mountain.

One of the oldest biosphere reserve is located on the territory of this part – Parangalitsa. 

RIVERS

Some of the most known Bulgarian rivers rise from Rila : Iskar, Maritsa, Mesta. 

Among the bosoms of Rila at the altitude of 1147 m above sea level, on the right bank of the Rila River the most outstanding monument of the Bulgarian culture and architecture of the Revival period – the Rila Monastery. 
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5.1. SEMKOVO

 Semkovo is a mountain resort at 17 km from town of Belitsa. Located at the foothill of Rila Mountain among a forest of pine trees the resort offers excellent conditions for winter sports and summer mountain tourism. 

A wonderful tourist attraction is the slides covered with gaily-colored rugs available for the guests of Belitsa. They are used for transportation to different landmarks in the Semkovo resort.
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5.2. RILA MONASTERY 

Rila Monastery is the biggest monastery in Bulgaria, one of the most remarkable monuments on the Balkan Peninsula. It is situated at an altitude of 1100 m in the northwestern part of Rila mountains, 120 km south of Sofia.

The monastery was founded in the l0th century by the Bulgarian monk St. John of Rila and was rebuilt in the l3th -l4th century. From that time are the fortress tower (1334), erected by the local ruler Hrelyo Dragovola, the bishop’s throne, richly carved doors and some manuscripts, icon-paintings and church plateс.

In the l5th century, when Bulgaria fell under the Ottoman yoke, the monastery was abandoned for a short time but in the second half of the same century it was restored to a new life. Later it was for several times plundered and ravaged. Its thorough renovation began in the early l9th century. It was then that the residential wings and the church of the Holy Virgin were raised (1834-1837). In the four-storeyed dormitories there are more than 400 cells, 4 chapels, guest-rooms, a cook-house, unique in terms of construction and design.

The mural paintings are remarquable- all of them work of masters builders from Samokov and Bansko Art School of the 19 th century. A museum with a rich library is arranged at the monastery. Since 1983 it is included in the list of monuments of the world culture and natural heritage compiled at UNESCO.

One can get to the Monastery along a first-class asphalt road. There is a regular bus transport connecting it to the town of Rila (19km), Blagoevgrad (40km), Dupnitsa (44km) and Sofia (110km). It is the most romantic to spend the night in the Monastery itself. 
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5.3. THE PARK “RILA MONASTERY”

 The Natural park “Rila Monastery” is a part of the highest mountain on the Balkan Peninsula – Rila. Its territory is composed of 27,370.7 hectares of forest, meadow and alpine peaks. 13,000 hectares are alpine meadow. The Natural Park was established during May of the year 2000 in order to protect the ecologically valuable plant and animal communities existing here, as well as to preserve the remarkable diversity and beauty of the landscape. Each of these natural resources is developed for tourism.

Especially impressive is the area around the Kirilova Meadow, including a fascinating stone rainbow and several high alpine peaks – The Evil Tooth (Zliya Zub), Iglata, Kupenite, Lovneetsa, Orlovets, and Eleni Vruh. The entire slope rising from the Rila River is deeply serrated with many gullies and couloirs, through which rage flash floods, avalanches and rock slides. The more famous of these gullies are Beliya Oolook, Dulgiya Oolook, and Varnika, known collectively as The Evil Streams.

Within the park’s boundaries there are 28 glacial lakes. The highest of them is the first of the so called Devil’s Lakes, at an elevation of 2,445 meters, and the lowest of them is the Dry Lake, elevation 1,892 meters. Additionally, the largest alpine lake on the Balkan Peninsula is found in the park – The Smradlivo Lake, with a surface area of 212 decares and a maximum depth of 24 meters.

The Nature Park Rila Monastery is surrounded by 36 alpine peaks reaching over 2,000 meters. The highest of them are: Golyam Koopen (2,731 meters), Cherna Polyana (2,716 meters), Rilets (2,713 meters), and Popova Kapa (2,704 meters).

Several rivers and streams flow throughout the territory of the park. Among them are the following: The Rila, The Illeena and The Drooshluovitsa.

In 1986 The Rila Monastery Forest was established on 3,676.5 hectares of forested land around The Rila Monastery. This monastery was declared a World Cultural Heritage Site by UNESCO in 1983.

FLORA AND FAUNA

 The biological diversity of the flora is great and expressed by many species of the following floral groups: freshwater aquatics, fungi, lichens, mosses, ferns, gymnospermous and angiospermous plants.

At the high alpine elevations of the park the Icelandic Lichen (a protected species) occupies broad swaths of territory. There are 162 species of fungi that occur in the park. 16 of these fungal species have some level of conservation status: 9 are included in The European Red List of Rare, Threatened and Endangered Species and 1 in listed in The Bern Convention. Widely distributed throughout the park are approximately 150 species and subspecies of moss, several of which are protected species.

1,400 species of higher plant occur within the park’s boundaries, 71 of which are included in Bulgaria’s Red Book of Rare, Threatened and Endangered Species. Of these 71 species, 19 are endemics, and 5 of these are local endemics which occur only within the park. The following species occur within the park and are included in the European List of Rare, Threatened and Endemic plant species under different conservation statuses: Rilski Reven (Rheum rhaponticum), Bodjectvena Igleeka (Primula deorum), Ynkieven Lopen (Verbascum jankaeanum), Planinsko Podroomiche, and Rilsko Podroomiche (Anthemis sanctijohannis).

The particular aspect (direction of exposure) of The Rila Valley allows for unique combinations and distributions of woody species. The following occur within the park: oak, beech, fir, spruce, yew, white fir, black pine, lime, sycamore, ashe, birch, dwarf pine and juniper and etc.

Both invertebrate and vertebrate animals participate in the cycling of nutrients through the park’s ecosystems.

The alpine biome above 2,000 meters is the habitat of the following faunal species: Golden Eagle, Chamois, Horned Lark, Water Pipit, Rock Thrush, and many others.

In the turbulent and frothy upper reaches of the park’s rivers and streams one can find Balkan Trout. In the dense and ancient forest of the park there are: Brown Bear, Wolf, Long-eared Owl, Stock Dove, Picoides major, Black Woopecker, and a multitude of invertebrate faunal species and others.

And in the more open woodlands and forest meadows of the park there are these species: Badger, Roe Deer, Wild Boar, Song Thrush, Nuthatch, Marten, Martes martes, Doormouse, and many others. Close to river and stream banks one will find: Golden Oriole, Mountain water frog, Dipper, and others.

Thermophilic faunal species are well represented in the park, especially on the southern-aspected slopes.

Throughout the park there are about 20 species of amphibian and reptile. Butterflies are represented by 16 species within the park’s boundaries, all of which are protected.

CULTURAL HERITAGE

 The Rila Monastery, located within the park, is the most important and revered symbol of Bulgarian Culture and of The Bulgarian Faith.

Very close to the monastery complex are located two nunneries – Orleetsa and Pcheleeno.

The Orleetsa Nunnery is located about 3 kilometers from the village of Rila, along the motorway leading up to Rila Monastery. This is one of the oldest nunneries associated with Rila Monastery. It is mentioned as far back as 1378 in the Royal Charter of Tsar Ivan Shishman.

The Pcheleeno Nunnery is the agricultural and economic center for Rila Monastery. At the end of the 13 th century the chapel “Uspenie Bogorodichno” (later described by Dimitar Molerov in 1835) was dedicated.

To the north-east of Rila Monastery, high in the mountains, there are yet two more architectural-historical points of interest: The Hermitage of Saint Ivan Rilski, the initial resting place of the saint, and The Hermitage of Saint Luka The Evangelist. At this site is located the first seminary dedicated to religious education in the Bulgarian Orthodox Faith, founded in 1843 by Heofit Rilski.

TOURISM

 The Rila Monastery complex is an important point of interest from which the following tourist trails embark: 

Rila Monastery – Kipilova Polyana – Soohoto Ezero – Kobilno Branishte 

Rila Monastery - Kipilova Polyana – Ribni Ezera – Smradlivoto ezero 

Rila Monastery – Malyovitsa 

Rila Monastery – Seven Rila Lakes 

Rila Monastery – Radovichka Reka –Macedonia chalet and many others.

Besides these listed routes, the international tourist route E4 (Pirin-Alps-Rila-Olympus) twists through the territory of the park.

Tourists visiting the Nature Park Rila Monastery may lodge and dine at a number of hotels, mountain chalets, vacation bases and restaurants, all within a short distance from the park: “Tsarev Vruck” hotel, “Rilets” hotel, “Eleshnitsa” chalet, tourist base “Javorov”, “Ribni ezera” chalet, “Kobilino Branishte” shelter. 
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